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There are an estimated 800,000 adults with learning disabilities of 
working age, of which only 11% have a paid job - often a part time 
one. Despite this, many people do express an interest in exploring 
work opportunities. One less frequently explored option is that of self 
employment.

In Business seeks to support the development of self employment 
and small business options for people with learning disabilities. Self 
employment is about owning the business, taking risks and reaping 
the rewards. It can also offer greater flexibility and control over one’s 
working life.

The In Business programme runs from June 2007-May 2009. During 
this time we will:  

identify and develop pilot sites in England
create a range of opportunities in both rural and urban settings 
work with local authorities, colleges and voluntary sector agents
develop local networks
raise the awareness of self employment as an option
link with mainstream business support 
assist with business research and planning
support people to set up their own business
capture learning, examples of good practice and the effects of 
business culture on day service modernisation
produce a step by step guide to the processes involved

If you would like to find out more about In Business, please contact: 

Keith Bates 	 Barbara McIntosh
0117 902 4823 (direct line) 	 0207 8031148 (direct line) 
020 7803 1100 (switchboard)	 bmcintosh@fpld.org.uk 
kbates@fpld.org.uk

If you would like to find our more about the training and consultancy 
services provided by the Foundation for People with Learning 
Disabilities, please contact Barbara McIntosh on 020 7803 1148.
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The Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities is part of the Mental Health Foundation, registered charity number 801130.

Working with many different 
business ideas from artwork to 

photography, pet products to music.


